THE development of a terminal 'leukaemic' state in some patients with lymphosarcoma and myelomatosis is well known, but invasion of the peripheral blood by Reed-Sternberg cells in patients with Hodgkin's disease is unusual; the phenomenon has been described on only six previous occasions.
We have recently observed a patient with Hodgkin's disease in whom Reed-Sternberg cells and abnormal reticulum cells appeared in the peripheral blood stream; the results of studies of the cytogenetics and metabolism of these abnormal cells have been reported elsewhere (Sinks & Clein, 1966 (Ludman & Spear, 1957; Varadi, 1960; Chrobak & Horacek, 1960; Keiser, 1960; Libansky, Bedmar & Buzek, 1962; Schearer et al., 1964) . In these reports a distinction has not always been made between primitive reticulum cells and true giant cells, but from the published illustrations it seems probable that both have been present. Both types of cell may be found in the marrow rather more commonly (Varadi, 1960) ; and in other reticuloses terminal overflow from marrow to peripheral blood is not unusual (Hayhoe, 1960) . Varadi (1960) (Hayhoe, 1960) (Sinks & Clein, 1966 
